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FULL COUNCIL REPORT

To:  Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen

Period Poverty

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

1.1 In response to the notice of motion presented to Council regarding period poverty 
this report provides Members with information on the issues faced by females in 
relation to “Period Poverty” and the availability of free sanitary products.

2.0 RECOMMENDATION that

2.1 The findings and recommendations of the report attached as Appendix 2, be noted. 

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

3.1 At the Full Council meeting of 4th April 2018 a notice of motion was presented.  It 
was noted that female hygiene products are a necessity not a choice.  Council 
commended the recent RCTCBC initiative to provide free sanitary products in all of 
their schools in a bid to stamp out period poverty.  Council accepted the need to help 
women and school girls who cannot afford sanitary products and therefore agreed to 
take the necessary action to provide free sanitary products in schools as a first step 
to make period poverty and stigma a thing of the past. 

3.2 In addition there has been recognition by Welsh Government that it is unacceptable 
that some young females cannot afford to buy essential feminine hygiene products 
when they need them.  Welsh Government has allocated funding to address this 
inequality. In March 2018 MTCBC received a letter from Welsh Government 
confirming the capital and revenue grant allocation.  The available capital funding of 
£12,860 and revenue grant funding of £4,370.00 have been allocated to MTCBC for 
the financial years of 2018/19 and 2019/20. (Appendix 1)
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4.0 EVALUATION OF CURRENT PRACTICE

4.1 Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council is supporting ‘The Red Box Project’.
This project quietly ensures that no young woman misses school because she has 
her period.  Working as a nationwide community of women, ‘The Red Box Project’ 
seeks to provide free sanitary items for the young women in our local schools.  The 
LA is looking for donations of sanitary products for the “The Red Box Project” as an 
interim measure.

4.2 On receipt of the letter informing the LA of the forthcoming money to address period 
poverty the young females and staff in our schools were asked to take part in a 
questionnaire with regards to ascertaining their views in respect of the facilities and 
products provided for menstruation.  This was made available with both primary and 
secondary schools.  The consultation with our young females is paramount in raising 
the profile of this matter.  The report also includes information on current practice 
across the UK and beyond. (Appendix 2)

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1 The cost of the sanitary products, vending machines and dispensers would be met 
by the capital funding and revenue grant allocations in financial years 2018/19 and 
2019/20. (Appendix 2)

6.0 EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT

6.1 An Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) form has been prepared for the purpose of 
this report.  It has been found that a full assessment is not required at this time.  The 
form can be accessed on the Council’s website/intranet via the ‘Equality Impact 
Assessment’ link.  
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Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution? 

No

Consultation has been undertaken with the Corporate Management Team in respect 
of each proposal(s) and recommendation(s) set out in this report. 


